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SUBJECT: GOWB PREOCCUPATIONS WITH DANDAKARNYA REFUGEE ON 
BANGLADESH BORDER; POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS WITH BANGLADESH; 

GOWB POLICIES TOWARD MUJIBIST EXILES FROM BANGLADESH. 


1 . IN A PRIVATE CONSVERSATION ON FRIDAY, MAY 5, 

THE ADVOCATE GENERAL OF WEST BENGAL, S.K. ACHARYYA, 

A FELLOW CPM MEMBER AND CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND OF THE 
CHIEF MINISTER, SAID THAT JYOTI BASU IN THE PAST WEEKS HAD 
BEEN VERY MUCH PREOCCUPIED WITH THE REFUGEE QUESTION 
AND PUT IN MANY HOURS WORKING ON IT. IN GENERAL, ACHARYYA 
SAID, THE PROBLEM IS GOING A LITTLE BETTER THESE DAYS. 

MANY OF THE REFUGEES ARE FILTERING BACK FROM THEIR 
SEMI HIDEOUTS IN THE FOREST AND IN UNAUTHORIZED AREAS 
TO THE CAMPS SET UP FOR THEM BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
WEST BENGAL. THE WORKING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
STATE OFFICIALS AND THE REFUGEES IS GRADUALLY CALMING 
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DOWN AND BECOMING MORE REASONABLE. ACHARYYA BELIEVED 
THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 35,000 REFUGEES IN THE 
HASNABAD AREA, ALTHOUGH WE NOTE THAT HIGHER 
FIGURES ARE OFTEN CITED. 

2. ACHARYYA SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF WEST BENGAL IS WORRIED BECAUSE IT APPEARS THAT 
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CERTAIN "MUJIBSITS," BOTH HINDU AND MUSLIMS, 

ARE COMING ACROSS THE BORDER FROM BANGALDESH AND 
RECRUITING PEOPLE AMONG THE REFUGEES, PARTICULARLY 
YOUNG MEN, TO CROSS THE BORDER BACK INTO BANGALDESH. 
ACHARYYA SAID THAT THESE MUJIBISTS WERE OF THE 
SAME GENERAL PERSUASION AS "TIGER" SIDDIQUI, A 
FORMER MUKTI BAHINI OFFICER WHO IS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE LED RAIDS AGAINST BANGALDESH FROM THE INDIAN 
SIDE OF THE BORDER AFTER THE FALL AND THE 
ASSISSINATION OF MUJIB. 

3 ACHARYYA WENT ON TO RECOUNT HIS SURPRISE AND ANGER 
WHEN TIGER SIDDIQUI HAD CALLED ON HIM AT ACHARYYA'S 
HOUSE WITHOUT WARNING SHORTLY AFTER THE LEFT FRONT 
GOVERNMENT TOOK OFFICE IN JUNE 1977. SIDDIQUI 
THEN WANTED MONEY FROM ACHARYYA OR FROM THE CPM, 

ACHARYYA GAVE HIM NONE, AND TOLD SIDDIQUI THAT AS SOON AS THE 

CPM HAD TAKEN OVER THE GOVERNMENT IN WEST BENGAL, IT HAD 

DECIDED THAT THE THREE RULES CONCERNING BANGLADESH, EXILES IN 

WEST BENGAL WOULD BE THAT AS FAR AS THE LEFT FRONT 

GOVERNMENT WAS CONCERNED, 1) NONE WOULD BE FORCED 

BACK INTO BANGALDESH, 2) NO POLITICAL ACTIVITY 

ON THE PART OF THE EXILES WOULD BE PERMITTED IN 

WEST BENGAL, AND 3) SHOULD ANY OF THE EXILES NEED 

INDIAN PASSPORTS FOR PURPOSES OF FOREIGN TRAVEL 

THE GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL WOULD TRY TO HELP 
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THEM OBTAIN PASSPORTS FROM THE GOI. 

4. ACHARYYA WAS VERY ANGRY TO FIND HIMSELF 

SUDDENLY CONFRONTED WITH SIDDIQUI BECAUSE 

HE WAS AWARE THAT SIDDIQUI WAS ALWAYS UNDER CLOSE 

GOI POLICE SURVEILLANCE AND THAT THE VISIT TO HIM 

AT HIS HOUSE WOULD BE OBSERVED, AND COULD GIVE RISE TO 

MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE GOI AND THE GOWB. ACHARYYA 

BLAMED THE INCIDENT ON GANESH GHOSH, A CPM MEMBER, 

WHO HAD BROUGHT SIDDIQUI TO ACHARYYA'S HOUSE. CPM 

LEADER PROMODE DAS GUPTA ALSO LATER SERVER ELY REPROACHED 

GHOSH FOR IT 

UNQUOTE 
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